
 Washington Amateur Communications 

Presidents Message  

Here it is September already. Where has the summer gone?  With the 

Onset of autumn comes the beginning of the of antenna season.  Yes this is the 

time we all try to get our last projects completed.  

I encourage all members to ask for help and never under estimate the danger of 

working on antenna projects alone. I myself lost a very close friend that decided 

to work on a tower alone a few years ago about this time of year.   

Please contact any officer of WACOM or another member and ask for some 

help with these projects.  Remember we are a club and thatôs what we do best is 

help one another and Safety is always first. 

73 N3TIR 
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The next General Membership meeting will be held  ON    
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. AT THE WASHINGTON 

COUNTY BUILDING IN ROOM 103.   

Our guest speaker will be Greg Clark, KB3NMV, from the Washing-

ton County Emergency Operations Center.    

Greg will present information about the emergency call tree that 

Amateur Radio operators will be able to participate in if the need 

arises in the future in Washington County. He will be able to answer 

any questions you may have about the call tree. This has been a 

long time coming and was tested a few weeks ago and works great.  

This is the first important step, we as Amateur Operators, like our 

fellow operators around this great country, can offer our community 

if the skills in communication are needed.  

 I wish to thank Washington County Emergency Services on behalf 

of Washington Amateur Communications in allowing us as opera-

tors to be a part of the emergency communications team in Wash-

ington County.  

Bud Plants  

N3TIR 

President WACOM  
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NO UPDATED INFORMATION ON THE FOX HUNT :  
The Info on The Fox Hunt Attenuator Project :  

 

One obvious occurrence during the practice fox hunt run was that the hidden transmitter sig-
nal was so strong. When we came near the transmitter the directional antennas were useless 
as the signal strength pushed the S meter to the top. The answer is to have an attenuator. 
But what type? 

 

The ARRL Antenna book and many other sources show attenuators built from slide switches 
and resistors in well shielded boxes. Those attenuators have multiple steps with a range from 
1db to 81db for careful measurements. We need a more brute force approach. The attenuator I built has three steps: 
20, 40 and 60db. 20db cuts the incoming signal by 10, 40db cuts it by 100 and 60db cuts the signal by 1000. 

 

It uses 3 dpdt slide switches, 3-270 ohm and 6-68 ohm ¼ watt resistors. These resistance values maintain the 50 ohm 
input and output impedance. The box can be built from copper flashing or double sided printed circuit board. I used the 
board and soldered the cut pieces together. The pictures show the not-so-neat results. I think copper foil or copper 
shielding tape could be used to seal the gaps and make the box RF tight. I tested the attenuator with an HF signal gen-
erator and óscope. It works properly. But the proof will happen at 2M, with a directional antenna and the fox. 

 

If you want to build an attenuator  like this contact me for the printed circuit board, the source of parts list and the sche-
matic. 

73, Larry K3VX     k3vx@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Ƹ  Attenuator Interior ƶ   Attenuator Input 

Ƹ Attenuator Output ƶ Attenuator Switches 


