
 Washington Amateur Communications 

Presidents Message  

IF IT AINôT PLUG_AND_PLAY, I DONôT WANT IT! 
Have you ever tried to read the manual that comes with your radio?  If 

you did read it, did you understand it?  Who wrote this thing??? ! !            
Apparently  someone who really hasnôt used it a lot. Why canôt I just plug 

it in and have it work?  
 Oh yeah!-What about all those menus you have to know now just to get 

the repeater to recognize you want to talk?  Last week I tried to check into 
a repeaterésomewhere along the way in the menu settings I had inadver-

tently changed the repeater offset to 5 MHz with a PL tone of 88.5.  No 
wonder net control couldnôt hear me. What did I do with that old 2 meter 
rig that only had 3 offset options -> minus, plus, and simplex? It also only 

had one PL tone 100 Hz. 
Now comes my computer.  The hard drive goes bad.  Then I encounter the 

XP dreaded blue screen missing file please reinstall the missing file.       
Remember DOS?  Somewhere in my radio programming software I still 

have an original copy of MS -DOS 6.1.  DOS was a lot easier to use.  Now I 
have to employ Dell personnel to keep my work computers happy, even 

though they are supposedly plug and play!!  
So, here we are as ham radio operators. Wanting the plug & play equip-
ment. How many of us actually build antennas from scratchéor power 

supplies? Have we forgotten how? Are we living in the plug & play world 
and if it doesnôt work, sell it on EBay and call AES to price                            

a new something.  
I guess partly we are short on time. It takes time to build something. It 
takes time to learn how and why something works or doesnôt work. 

Maybe we are just out of time. But, maybe our skills are still 
thereé.remember that it can be rewarding in this fast pace world to slow 

down and enjoy our hobby... Amateur Radio and all that it offers.  
 

73, Bud, N3TIR  
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The next General Membership meeting will be held  ON    
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. AT THE WASHINGTON 

COUNTY BUILDING IN ROOM 103.   

BOB, KB3IN, WILL give a course on message handling             
or traffic.                                             

Questions?  concerns?  Come chat about them.                
HAMS DO LOVE TO TALK! 

mailto:kb3omh@comcast.net


 

Donations for Clay  

 

WACOM is taking donations to be given to Clayôs wife to help with the cost of the funeral. 

The club will match any donation up to a $250.00 total amount collected. 

Please note all checks should be made out  to WACOM  

with a note in the memo portion of the check   KB3CHY SK Donation   

 

The donations or questions can be sent to Norma:    n3yjj@arrl.net 

          WACOM c/o Norma Plants 

236 Chambers Ridge Rd. 

West Alexander Pa 15376 

 

We would like to have all received by Aug 15th 2010 . 

 

 

Clayton Hamilton KB3CHY (SK)  

It is with great sadness I have to announce that a long-time member of WACOM  

has become a Silent Key. 

Clayton was a very active member of WACOM and enjoyed helping the club with all events. 

He will missed by all. 

 Our prayers go out to his entire family on behalf of WACOM 

Bud Plants  

mailto:n3yjj@arrl.net
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UPDATED INFORMATION ON THE FOX HUNT :  
The Fox Hunt Attenuator Project  

 

One obvious occurrence during the practice fox hunt run was that the hidden transmitter sig-
nal was so strong. When we came near the transmitter the directional antennas were useless 
as the signal strength pushed the S meter to the top. The answer is to have an attenuator. 
But what type? 

 

The ARRL Antenna book and many other sources show attenuators built from slide switches 
and resistors in well shielded boxes. Those attenuators have multiple steps with a range from 
1db to 81db for careful measurements. We need a more brute force approach. The attenuator I built has three steps: 
20, 40 and 60db. 20db cuts the incoming signal by 10, 40db cuts it by 100 and 60db cuts the signal by 1000. 

 

It uses 3 dpdt slide switches, 3-270 ohm and 6-68 ohm ¼ watt resistors. These resistance values maintain the 50 ohm 
input and output impedance. The box can be built from copper flashing or double sided printed circuit board. I used the 
board and soldered the cut pieces together. The pictures show the not-so-neat results. I think copper foil or copper 
shielding tape could be used to seal the gaps and make the box RF tight. I tested the attenuator with an HF signal gen-
erator and óscope. It works properly. But the proof will happen at 2M, with a directional antenna and the fox. 

 

If you want to build an attenuator  like this contact me for the printed circuit board, the source of parts list and the sche-
matic. 

73, Larry K3VX     k3vx@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Ƹ  Attenuator Interior ƶ   Attenuator Input 

Ƹ Attenuator Output ƶ Attenuator Switches 


