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Well, are we all tired of winter yet? This winter,
been a real test of our antennas, equipment and our

We have had some past members from years ago rejoin

and new members to the area join. On behalf of the  club |

want to welcome them and look forward to having the m
share their talents and experiences with the club.

| would like to talk about using the local repeater
during the day and night time hours. These systems
great communication resource that should be utilize d

S more

to date, has
spirits.

are a

more. Both Sam W3CYO and Dennis K3PSP have excellen t
systems and we are very fortunate to have these sys tems

available to area amateurs.

There have been a few club members that have beenu  sing
the repeaters more and trying to monitor the freque ncies,
both mobile and base. Please try to check these fre  quen-
cies often and give a call. By using this resource, itis al-

ways fun and interesting to exchange ideas about ou r
hobby.

73 Bud, N3TIR
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We have |just recelved a meeting date change.

Folks at the County have notified us of a schedule conflict for our regular
meeting room. Our General Membership March meeting has been moved to
Thursday, March 11, 2010. We will meet in Room 103  of the Washington County
Building at 7:30 p.m., only it will be on March 11t  hinstead. This applies ONLY
to the March meeting. Reminders will be sentouta  gain to remind you.
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This message is from Bob, NU3Q, a member of the Skyview Club.

To the WACOM folks:

| am in the process of arranging a multi-club train trip to ARRL HQ on August 12-14,
2010. More details will follow in the days ahead. This will also include operating
W1AW, so bring your license!

If you are interested in going, please let me know so | can start a tentative list. This
will aid with hotel and rental car planning.

73,
Bob, NU3Q

The Skyview Club has made this trip before and it sounds like a lot of fun.
Bob’s email is above so you can contact him directly and get on the list for
future updates. Thank you Bob for inviting us along.
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2009 Sees Surge of New Amateur Radio Licensees

ARRL This Past Year
o VEC (Jan 6, 2010)

This past year was a banner year for new Amateur Radio licensees. The FCC issued more than
30,000 new ham radio licenses. In 2009, the demand for Amateur Radio exam sessions remained
elevated and is still running at a higher rate than before the FCC's restructuring of the license re-
guirements in 2007. This high level of exam session activity has produced an elevated influx of new
applications, far outpacing recent years.

A total of 30,144 new licenses were granted in 2009, an increase of almost 7.5 percent from 2008. In
2005, 16,368 new hams joined Amateur Radio's ranks; just five years later, that number had in-
creased by almost 14,000 -- a whopping 84 percent! The ARRL VEC is one of 14 VECs who admin-
ister Amateur Radio license exams.

When looking at the statistics over the last 10 years, these are some the highest numbers we've
seen. Additionally, our total number of licensees across all three classes has grown each year. Cur-
rently there are 682,500 licensed Amateur Radio operators in the US, an almost 3 percent rise over
2008. In 2008, there were 663,500 licensed amateurs; there were 655,800 in 2007. Broken down by
license class, at the end of 2009 there were 17,084 Novices, 334,245 Technicians, 150,970 Gener-
als, 60,795 Advanced and 119,403 Amateur Extra licensees.

The ARRL VEC has been busy meeting the needs of the Amateur Radio community by helping peo-
ple to become radio amateurs or upgrade their existing licenses. In 2009, ARRL VEs administered
44,595 exam elements at 6369 ARRL VEC-sponsored exam sessions. The number of amateurs
who want to be Volunteer Examiners and who want to teach Amateur Radio classes is also going up
-- we've seen a spike in the number of applications from General and Extra class radio amateurs
who want to give back to their community by serving as ARRL examiners and instructors.
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Annual Dues:
$20 for individuals ~ $10 for each addit ional family member

Please send your dues to: WACOM
c/o Norma Plants N3YJJ
236 Chambers Ridge Road
West Alexander, Pa 15376-2270

If any of your information has changed, please be sure to notify us __to keep our records
up to date. Thank you.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY SPORTS SHOW

The Dates are Thursday, February 4th through S unday, February 7th 2010.

The club will be promoting ARES and General Communi  cations
and collecting names for a technician licensing cl ass in April 2010. Again this
year we will be using the W3C call. Please tella Il club members bring a friend
and enjoy our hobby. Setup will be Thursday, Febru  ary 4th in the AM The
Sport Show will be one of the main items at the Jan  uary Meeting.
Contact bud@bnelectronics.com to participate.
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INVENTORY

The club is making a complete inventory of club equ ipment. If you have any club equipment
please notify Adam (KB3OMH) so that he can make not e of it. kb3omh@comcast.net
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IDEAS FOR PROGRAMS

If anyone has a topic they would like to learn more about,

If there is a subject that anyone would like to see a program on,

If anyone has a suggestion for a topic that would b e of general interest,
Please notify Bud, N3TIR, who is looking for sugges  tions for

Programs for club meetings.







W1AW 2009/2010 Winter Operating Schedule

Morning Schedule: Afternoon/Evening Schedule:
Time Mode Days 2100 UTC (4 PM EST) CWf  Mon, Wed, Fri
------------------- mmmm mmemeees 2100 " " CWs  Tue, Thu
1400 UTC (9 AM EST) CWs  Wed, Fri 2200 " (5PMEST) CWb  Daily
1400 UTC (9 AM EST) CWf  Tue, Thu 2300 " (6 PM EST) RTTY Daily

0000 " (7 PMEST) CWs  Mon, Wed, Fri
Daily Visitor Operating Hours: 0000 " " CWf  Tue, Thu

0100 " (BPM EST) CWb  Daily
1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST) 0200 " (9 PMEST) RTTY Dailly
1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) 0245 " (9:45 PM EST) VOICE Daily

0300 " (10 PM EST) CWf  Mon, Wed, Fri
(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PMto 1 PM EST)) (0300 " " CWs  Tue, Thu

0400 " (11 PM EST) CWb  Daily

Frequencies (MHz)

CW: 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675 28.0675 147.555
RTTY: - 3.59757.095 14.095 18.1025 21.095 28.095 147.555
VOICE: 1.8553.990 7.290 14.290 18.160 21.390 28.590 147.555

Notes:

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) =5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM
CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM
CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins.
RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 sent only as time allows.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at the
beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on the
regular teleprinter frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 0100 UTC (8
PM EST) Fridays.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Teleprinter at 15
minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

All licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and then from 1800
UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday. Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur radio
license or a photocopy.

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 102 in the October 2009 issue of QST or on the web at,
http://www.arrl.org/wlaw.html .
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Stephen Cady

2660 National Pike
Washington, PA 15301

f_freep@hotmail.com
(Steve, left, being congratulated by Bud, N3TIR, upon receiving his

Technician license.)

Steve had emergency Brain surgery on Tuesday 01/19 /10 and is home now recovering from
the operation. Steve will have a long recovery the doctors have told the family. May all of
our prayers help him and his family for a speedy 1 ~ 00% recovery.

Bud
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AA3GM, Ken Frankenbery, is stationed overseas. Ken is
seen pictured with his mom Fay, KA3VOM, at Dayton|  ast
May. If you'd like to say hello and share news fro m home
with Ken, his email and snail mail addresses are be  low. |
don’t know whether it would make either Ken or ours elves
feel better—or worse, but Ken is someplace warm whi e |
am looking at the thermometer outside by the bird f  eeder
and it is registering 20 degrees!!!

Kenneth T. Frankenbery
746 EAS/C-130 OPS
APO AE 09309

Ken is using this email while away.
ktfrank4@earthlink.net

All best to Ken, our thoughts and prayers are with you. And Thank You.
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Previously, | blogged about what every ham should know how to do. On a related note, the HamRa-
dioHelpGroup now has a thread on what every ham should have in the shack. This is actually a re-
vival of an older thread; the original poster, Jean, W4TYU, is now an SK.

Jean wrote: There are basic tools that a HAM needs:

small screwdrivers — both straight and phillips,

cheap set of jeweler’s screwdrivers for the very small screws in microphone plugs,

soldering iron- one pencil type and one heavy one,

resin (or rosin) core solder,

small pliers and diagonal cutters,

6 slip joint pliers,

sharp knife for cutting insulation

small scissors,

an inexpensive volt-ohm meter,

black electrical tape to waterproof outdoor connectors, etc., and

cable ties of various lengths.

Bill, ABO9BC replied:
I'd add an SWR meter, and be sure to check that it's appropriate for the bands you are using.
Tim, N9PUZ, adds:

A nice long tape measure to measure wire antennas, map out your yard, etc. | have one
of those roll up style 250 long ones that makes a lot of tasks easy. They don’t have to
cost a fortune. Buy an inexpensive one at Harbor Freight or somewhere similar. You
are going to use it a few times a year to play with antennas NOT try to earn a living
with it.

Safety goggles. Wear them, don’t store them in your toolbox. You only have one set of
eyes and a blob of hot solder, sliver of wire, or a metal filing or wood chip while cutting
or drilling can really ruin your day.

A decent pair of wire strippers for wire up to about 12 ga. Yes, you can use a knife or
carefully held side cutters (DON'T use your teeth) but a wire stripper will be so much
easier. | like the style with fixed sizes rather than the adjustable ones. Any home cen-
ter type store will have them.

A pair of “Vise-Grip” type adjustable, locking pliers. You can use them to hold coax
connectors while soldering, etc. as well as all of the normal things you’d use them for.

| would add some kind of adjustable, bench power supply. This is NOT the supply you use to power
your transceiver. If you have such a supply handy, you'll find yourself more willing and able to play

around with circuits. If you don’t have one, | guarantee that you won’t ever do any experimentation.
What else should every shack have? A selection of different fuses, perhaps? Different kinds of con-
nectors and wire so that you can make up a cable when you need it?

By: Dan KB6NU

My own 2 cents worth— How about a fire extinguishe  r? A First-Aid Kit? What can you think
of to add to the list? — Jacque, N3ZEL









ARRL AFFILIATED

= Ravio League

YLS AND XYLS

There is an organization for you. It's called the
Young Ladies Radio League.
Come join other Lady Hams and enjoy the fellowship.
See all we have to offer at
www.gsl.net/ylrl/index.html or contact Jacque,

N3ZEL at n3zel@fyi.net
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Quarter Century
Wireless Association Inc.

Have you been a radio amateur for 25 years or more?

Were you originally licensed 25 years ago or more, even if not continually?
Well then please join us at the Quarter Century Wireless Association, Chapter 6 quarterly

luncheon at Rocky II's. Located on PA Rt. # 51, just north of McKees Rocks,

in Stowe Twp. at the Fleming Park bridge.
Join our members who are like you, the foundation of amateur radio.
There is much we can learn from them and from each other. And it's fun too.
No reservation necessary.
Our next quarterly luncheon will be in March 2010, so you have
lots of time to plan ahead to join us.
Contact Jacque, N3ZEL at n3zel@fyi.net for information.



