
 Washington Amateur Communications 

Presidents Message December 2010   

 I would like to wish everyone and their families a great 2011. Also, I would 
like to thank our board for an excellent year; we all appreciated their      

guidance, direction, time and efforts.  
 

Looking back over 2010 WACOM had a great year!  
From the winter storm last February that tested all of us to the 2010      

Hamfest, we had a year to remember.  
 

The February winter storm tested the clubôs emergency response as we  
relayed communications for the Red Cross from the Bentleyville VFD to the 

Washington E.O.C.  Then came spring and WACOM went to the Dayton 
Hamvention 2010.  Fun was had by all that attended and we made plenty of 

memorable moments with other clubs at our booth.  
 

WACOM also practiced for a fox hunt with the WASH club of South Hills 
and we learned a lot about foxôs and radios. We are looking forward to 

spring 2011 to conduct our first class fox hunt.  
Then came Field Day and we had 73 people attend. This year a troop of Cub 
Scouts helped build antennas and operate radios. It was a great experience 
for the young scouts and maybe future hams. With our picnic style setting, 

a good time was had by all.  
 

2010 was also a year that WACOM became part of a team with the 
Washington County Emergency Operation System and was included in the 

Call Tree System.  
The club was able to organize their non -profit 501c status.  
We have implemented a computer software program that can be 

passed from officer to officer as the club holds electionôs to keep club info 
from being lost. We are currently trying to learn how to uses it.  

Our education committee was able to have a 100% success on 9 new     
amateur radio operators.  

 
What excites me most is that we, the club, have a lot of knowledgeable 
members. It is important for you, the members, to recognize that this is 
your club and 2011 looks like a great year ahead for the club with the 

ground work we began in 2010.  
 

73 Bud, N3TIR  
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The next General Membership meeting will be 
held  ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. 
in conjunction with wacomõs Christmas party.  

 

HAPPY  

HOLIDAYS  
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Christmas Party 
WACOMôs Christmas Party will be held on Friday, 

December 3, 2010.  

It will be in the same location as last year:   

Buffalo Township Building off  

Taylorstown Exit 11 on Route 70 West  

Time will be 6:00 p.m.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Please let Norma know how many family members you will  

be bringing with you and what you will be bringing to share 

(side dish ~ salad ~ dessert).  

WACOM will purchase the meat and soft drinks.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Again this year we will have the Grab Bag gift, price 

not to exceed $5.00.  

Be sure to indicate on the gift whether it is appropriate     for a Man, a Woman, 

or Either.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Unclaimed door prizes from the hamfest will be given out.  They will be         

distributed by number and drawing as they were at the Hamfest.  

 

 

The map to the location will be on the web site.  

For further information and to sign up for the party,  

Contact Norma at n3yjj@arrl.net  
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WACOM 2010 HAMFEST A BIG SUCCESS!! 
The big day arrived on a beautiful Sunday morning.  

I would like to say Thank You to all Club Members for your time and hard work to make the 

WACOM 2010 HAMFEST a GREAT SUCCESS!!  

We have found the perfect location, time and vendors for our HAMFEST. The comments and 
feedback emails I have received are great.  

 
Also all the major vendors plan on returning for our 2011 HAMFEST!  

It was great to offer a forum this year for the ARES organization to discuss the Simulated 
Emergency Drill that occurred late October.  

 
Example of the emails we are receiving!  

I just wanted to send a quick note to let you know how much I enjoyed the ham fest this year.  Compared to 
the last time I attended (either 2008 or 2009, can't remember), the switch to the new building was a huge 
improvement.  There was actually room to breathe, which made my visit much more relaxing.  As a result, I 
spent more time and more money.  Parking was a bit tight, though -  you guys are going to need more if the 
hamfest continues to improve like this.  I'm looking forward to next year's fest.  
 
73 de N3NKN 
Jeff Pleva  

This year we had one of the best attendances ever a total over 600.  
 We offered over 200 vendor tables.  

 

This year again we offered wider paths and plenty of room for talking and meeting new 
friends.  

Again this year as in the past WACOM provided a VE test site for new operators to join the 
ranks of radio operators and current operators to upgrade their license class.  

 
 The food was also a great success!  

I want to send out a special thanks to all who donated bake goods and the kitchen help was 
outstanding.  

 
As I talked to vendors they would make statements like ñI have been to plenty of HAMFEST 

but none treat us as well as WACOMò  
 

73ôs Bud Plants, N3TIR 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you,  

I can't thank the club members enough for helping make this years Hamfest concession 
stand a success. We could not do it without you. A special thank you to the cooks and wait-
ers, club members Mike (N3TIQ), Misty (KB3MDQ), and Fay (KA3VOM). Thank you to Pat & 

Becca, volunteers who worked endlessly to help make it a success.  

Again thank you for all of your help.  

  

Debbie Schwing, KD8KAC  

Concession Stand Chairman  



Page 4                                                              The W.A.C.O.M. Ham                                                              Page 4                          Items of Interest              The W.A.C.O.M. Ham                                                              

 

~~ MENTOR PROGRAM COMING ~~  

WACOM will start a mentor program at the time of our classes this fall.  

Class times and dates TBA  

Bill, NY9H, will lead the program. 

Support your club!   Wear Club logo items from Created by Amy 
Caps, T-shirts, Jackets and other items are available with the  WACOM logo . 

Get your Name and Call Sign on a Hat!   Vinyl Decals, Embroidered and Vinyl Apparel as well. 

Amy Cicak 

Email:  amy@createdbyamy.com  

Web:  www.createdbyamy.com 

Phone:  412-795-4353 / 412-398-8833 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL OR SWAP?   
SEND IN THE INFORMATION AND HAVE YOUR AD IN THE  
NEWSLETTER.   
SEND INFO TO   n3zel@comcast.net  

 
NO UPDATED INFORMATION ON THE FOX HUNT :  

 

The Fox Hunt is temporarily on hold.  Further information will be sent out 

immediately upon receipt. 

FIELD DAY 2010 POSTED RESULTS  

Field Day results showed WA3COM as #1 in the Western Pennsylvania section in its class (4A) 

with a score of 4,736.  The club ranked 30th overall in its class and power category. 

<*> <*> <*> <*> 

KB3LIX, Bill, ranked   #1 in class "1 -D" in the Western Pennsylvania section and # 15 among 

all 1 -D, low power entries.  

<*> <*> <*> <*> 

Congratulations on an outstanding effort and good luck in next yearôs contest. 

mailto:amy@createdbyamy.com
http://www.createdbyamy.com
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November 4, 2010 General Meeting Minutes  
 
Present:Bud(N3TIR), Norma(N3YJJ), JohnQ(N3GHR), Adam(NZ3S), Jacque(N3ZEL), Ed (N3ZNI), Bill
(NY9H), Fay(KA3VOM), JohnM(WA3VKC), BobKetzell(KB3IN), JoeF(WA3WMB),  Bob Kinnear(KI4DHB), 
Steve(KB3SVX), Sam(W3CYO), Dave(N3IDH), JoeB(KB3QQT), Dennis(K8DKS), Debbie(KD8KAC), Patrick
(KB3VGV), Haven(N8GP), Rich(KB3VGW),  Mark Warde 
 
Bud called the meeting to order at 7:28 PM  
 

Two new members introduced ï Rich(KB3VGW) and Pat(KB3VGV).  Rich and Pat both completed the re-

cent club sponsored classes and passed the exam.  

Reports  

Secretary - Ed moved to accept the minutes as they appeared in the newsletter, Joe seconded,  Motion    

approved.  

Treasurer ï Norma gave treasurers report, Ed moved to accept, Denny seconded, motion approved. 

Nets ï Dave - 2 meter OK; Faye ï 10 meter doing very well; Jacque- YL OK; Bud - Elmer lots of fun 

ARES/RACES ï Will new Washington county emergency response van be at the Ham Fest?  Greg not back 

at work, so doubtful. 

Old  Business  

Ham Fest ï e-mails have been sent; set up will start at 2:00 PM Saturday; tear down will be from 2:00 to 

4:00 PM Sunday 

Classes ï Bob reported that 9 people finished the classes and took the exam; 7 passed 

and received licenses; Bob has extra text books for sale 

Fox hunt ï on hold for now 

Shirts ï Amy will be at ham fest and will take orders 

Christmas Party/December meeting ï December meeting will be held in conjunction with 

the Christmas party; 6:00 PM December 3 at the Buffalo Township building. 

New Business  

Nominations ï nominations for one board member, vice president, and treasure were taken: 

Board member ï names put forth: Bill Steffey, Dave DeMotte, Steve Cady ï Joe moved to close nomina-

tions, John seconded, motion carried 

Vice President ï name put forth: Ed Oelschlager ï Steve moved to close nominations, John seconded, mo-

tion accepted 

Treasurer - name put forth: Norma Plants ï Ed moved to close nominations, Dave seconded, motion        

accepted 

Nominations will again be taken at the December meeting followed by the election 

 Joe moved to adjourn, Dave 2nd, meeting adjourned at 8:35 

Thanks to John for showing us his power supply, Joe for his demo of ñprofessionalò diagnostic test gear and 

Bill for his Echo Link demonstration 
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Ham Toons courtesy of   ©  K4ADL             

http://www.qsl.net/k4adl  

Repeaters  

      W3CYO - 145.490 Mhz, 443.300 Mhz  

      K3PSP - 146.790 Mhz  

2 Meter Net  

      - Tuesdays at 8:30PM on W3CYO Repeater  

10 -meter net  

      - Tuesdays at 9PM on 28.34 Mhz  

YL Net  

      - Wednesdays at 7:30PM on K3PSP Repeater  

Elmer Net  

      - Wednesdays at 8PM on K3PSP Repeater  

        (immediately following the WACOM YL Net)  

LOCAL TRAFFIC NETS  

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+>  

SWPA 2 -Meter Daily Net 146.880   8:00 p.m.  

* * * * * * * * * * *  

HF WPA Phone Daily Net 3.983   6:00 p.m.  

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+>  

ð NETS ð  REPEATERS  ð  NETS ð Officers  

President: Bud Plants, N3TIR; 

bud@bnelectronics.com 

Vice President: Kevin Beatty, KB3JHO; 

KB3JHO@arrl.net 

Secretary:  John Quigg, N3GHR 

jjquigg@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Norma Plants, N3YJJ; 

njplants@yahoo.com 

 

Board of Directors  

Director: Adam Quigg, NZ3S, 

kb3omh@comcast.net 

Director: Jim Burtoft, KC3HW; 

jburtoft@verizon.net 

Director: Dave Demotte, N3IDH; 

n3idh@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Joe Caldwell, N3XE; 

joecaldwell.jc@gmail.com 

Editor: Jacque Gosselin, N3ZEL 

n3zel@comcast.net 

mailto:kb3omh@comcast.net
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Above:  Bob, KB3IN and Bob, 

KI4DHB 

Above:  Joe, KB3QQT and Adam, 

NZ3S 

Left and Below: 

Joe, WA3WMB, 

shows off the 

Spectrum Ana-

lyzer he uses in 

work. 

Below: R to L: 

Denny, K8DKS, 

Deb, KD8KAC,  

John, WA3VKC and 

a visiting guest.    

Right:  An Inductive 

Power Supply 

brought by John, 

WA3VKC. 

Above:  Fay, KA3VOM, reacts as 

Bill, NY9H, demonstrates EchoLink 

via his cell phone. 
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 é.FIRST CUSTOMERS THROUGH THE 

DOORé.(BELOW) 

ABOVE:  FIRST PRIZE:  WB3HDI, Robert with Bud, 

N3TIR and  Gene of KJI Electronics 

BELOW:  THIRD PRIZE:  CHRIS, KB3VCJ WITH BUD, N3TIR 

WINNERS NOT PICTURED:   

SECOND PRIZE: Craig, KB3RHR, Yaesu 

FT-8800-R VHF-UHF Mobile 

FOURTH PRIZE:  Mike, KV3L, 1000' 

RG/58U 

FIFTH PRIZE:  Tom, N3SRA, 7ò Portable 

LCD TV 

...scenes seen at the Hamfest... 
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BLACK  

BOX  

WINNERS 

Above and Above 

Right:  

Eric Bailey, N3XAV  

Above and Right:  

Larry Stanley, KV3LIV  

Top and Above Right:  

Frank Van Cleve, 

KB3AAG  
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Happens all the time, newsletter editors hit feast or  

famineð and are scrabbling for news.  Be warnedð  

if news doesnôt continue to come in we will be printing  

photos and stories of dogsðand catsð who join us in   

our hobby.  So keep the news coming!   Thank youé. 

and thanks from the Editorôs dog who hates cameras!    

 

WACOM 2010    

HAMFEST 


