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The W.A.C.O.M. Ham

Presidents Message January 2009

First | and Norma would like to wish ever one a healthy and happy 2009.

| would also want to thank Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI for his 10 years of service as
Treasurer for WACOM . | must say as long as | have been involved with WACOM Ed
has always been willing to help and go the extra mile to get things done for the club.
It may be the club trailer or Hamfest or the Sport Show he is always available. | en-
courage our younger members to take the time and talk to Ed about contesting or

3 QSL cards or just general information about amateur radio he will be very glad to

share his knowledge. ED will still be very much involved with the club as our QSL
manager and as our new Contest Coordinator.

| also would like to thank Bob Ketzell KB3IN for his years he has served on the Board
of Directors. | think Bob has served in every office of WACOM. He is also a Charter
Member; Bob also has a great deal of experience in Amateur Radio and will be glad
to share his knowledge of our hobby.

| would like to welcome our new officers to WACOM for 202910
Treasurer: Norma Plants N3YJJ
Director :Joe Furjanic WA3WMB

Congratulations to all incoming officers

Our January meeting will feature Solar Power

Carl Sprowls AB3FQ will present a demonstration of Solar Cell power technology to
operate your base station. It should be very interesting and | am looking forward to
see how | can enable my shack with this back up renewable power source.

| also want to thank everyone for attending the WACOM Christmas Party. We did not
have the best weather for the event but like true Amateur operators we had a great
time and the food that every one brought was great. We had a great time talking and
exchanging gifts and wishing every one the best of holidays.
730s

Bud Plants, N3TIR

<<<MEETING SCHEDULE CHANGE>>>
BECAUSE THE HOLIDAYS FELL ON THURSDAYS

The next regular membership meeting will be on Thursday, January 8th,
2009 in Room 103 at the Washington County Building at 7:30 P.M. All are
welcome.




Announcing the Ninth Annual WASH 2M Contest

This January will mark the Ninth Annual WASH2 Met er Cont es ( *QlubBtatons 06 for the purposes of the con
ready had a lot of interest in it, and this year promises to be even more excit- by the FCC or Industry Canada or equivalent to bona -fide Amateur Radio

ing! Clubs. For example, they include N3SH, WA3SH, NP2SH, WA3COM,

Everyone who participated in it the last eight years had a blast, and we hope ~ W3KWH, N3GC, W3PIE, K3CR, W3YA, K3HKK, W3YI, W3VC, W3PGH,

to continue the tradition again this year! W3EXW, K3MJW, NY3EC, W8XK, W1AW, etc. The call MUST be as-

There may be some additional it weak signed as a Club Call to be eligible.

January, so keep an eye on this col be a ficlubodo and pick a call, or wusw®d tu

look forward to seeing you on the 10! be assigned as a club call]

Date & Times : Saturday, January 10, 2007 from 7 to 11 PM EST. After the Contest : Fill out all the log information. In the upper left corner

(That 6s Jh@00040400 YTClolthe purists!) check whether fibaseo or fAmobile. o I n t
L your <callsign and club affiliation (o1

Objectives:

Please number all log sheets consecutively. Log sheets can be downloaded

ATo make as many contacts as possible from the WASH web site, www.n3sh.org , no later than January 1s:.

ATo have fun!
Submit Log Sheets: : Check your log sheets carefully for dupes. Verify that

Band, Mode & Frequencies: The contest will take place solely on 2 meter all information is entered.

band.
AFM : FM simplex only, no repeater contacts. The FM frequencies are all Send the logs to: WASH 2 Meter Simplex Contest
standard 2 Meter simplex frequencies, as per the ARRL 2 Meter Band Plan, clo Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI
every 15 kHz, from 146.535 to 146.595 MHz , and 147.520 to 147.580 MHz. 60 Carl Avenue B2
The National Simplex Frequency, 146.520 is not to be used. Use of simplex Eighty Four, PA 15330-2829
frequencies in the AFM Experi ment al 70
are not recommended. See list of recommended simplex channels at the end Enclose a #_10 SASE for retum of results.
of the rules. Entry Deadline: February 7w, 2009
Each log submitted with SASE on or before the deadline will receive a
ACW: 144.05 to 144.1 MHz Only. (See ARRL 2 Meter band plan) main prize ticket t?WASHFest 200%n February 2&
ASSB: 144.2 to 144.275 MHz Only. (See ARRL 2 Meter band plan) Recommended FM Simplex Frequencies: After

. the first year of the contest, we found that the limited number of frequencies

Y Note: Listen for CW QSO6s around 144.1 gyggestedinthe ruleswere insufficient for the activity level. In subsequent

years, we permitted use of any recognized simplex frequency, as per the

ARRL recommended guidelines published in the annual ARRL Repeater

In the event of accidental QRM with netsandnon-c ont e s t QS 06 s Directory and other sources, above 146.520 MHz. You will note that many

please respect their right to the frequency and QSY. of these frequencies are |listed as pot
them to be used for repeater inputs and outputs. We have been notified

that the Western Pennsylvania Repeater Council (WPRC) has issued their

change : Callsign, contact number, ZIP Code, and whether or not you are a own flocald band plan for the 2 meter
Member of WASH or a Club Station. most or all of these dual-use or optional-use frequencies in favor of their

For the purposes of the contest, the 5 Digit ZIP Code for your location is being assigned to FM repeaters, primarily those on 1 MHz splits. Although
sufficientd do not use the AZip +4f code. Wehavenotheardofinterference problems with any repeater (with ONE
the ZIP code of their location as determined to the best of their ability. Cana- ~ €XCeption i’ the contest participant was notified of interference and immedi-
dian stations will use their 6 digit postal code ately moved), good amateur practice requires us to take note of the situa-
tion and the potential for interference problems in some parts of Western
Example 1: AN3ZCG from N3ZEL, please cop)pennsylvaniawhere these repeaters exist. The following list of recom-
Example 2: K3vx from K3CM, pleasemb@py Imnanged frequencies are recognized as standard simplex channels and

Example 3: AWSWH from W3OC, please copy should not suffer from co-channel problems with any existing repeaters:
Contacts : Work as many different calls and locations as possible, giving ’

Y Listen for SSB QS0O6s around 144.2 MHz 3

Power Limit : Maximum 50 watts output. No external amplifiers. Ex-

=13

Exchange as noted above. Work each station once per mode, and once per  146.535 MHz 147.525 MHz 146.550 MHz

ZIP Code 0 Mobiles can be reworked whenever they change locations. 147.540 MHz 146.565 MHz
Remember hilltops work best! 147.555 MHz 146.580 MHz
Disqualification : Remember, this is a friend 147.570 MHz 146.595 MHz

be disqualified for infractions of the rules and for unacceptable operating The National Simplex Frequency, 146.520, may not be used. To avoid inter-
practices. While not an inclusive list, stations may be disqualified for: ference to other contestants and other users of the bands, please do not

operate on 5 or 10 kHz dnoffsetso from
clear, we have no objection to contest participants operating on additional
recognized FM fioptional d simplex freqi
pants who do so run the risk of potential interference with repeaters sharing _ ann
these frequencies, and therefore do so at their own risk. Again, as per the ~

rules of the contest, if you operate on these frequencies and are notified of

actual interference, please exercise good amateur practice and QSY. We

AFM signals transmitted on simplex channels 146.52 MHz and below. A
Intentional interferencetonon-c ont est ers, establishe
Intentional interference to other contest operators A
The contest committee reserves the
be verified may be removed from the log without penalty, especially if the
committee is unable to obtain log information for verification.

Scoring : Each Contact, non-WASH Member: 1 point also recognize that the WPRC may continue to be less than happy with this

WASH Member: 2 points stance. We point out to them that the amateur spectrum is a shared re-

(*) Club Stations: 3 Points source. And frankly, i f push came to ¢
Multipliers: Number of different ZIP Codes of the frequencies from use by the general amateur population of WPA

Power: Stations running 10 watts or less: 2 might be an interesting question before the FCC. (To say nothing of the fact

Stations running over 10 watts: 1 that this change in band plan is probably something most WPA amateurs

Final Score: Total Points x Locations x Power are unaware of, but thatodés another st

Bottom line: Enjoy the contest, but do so responsibly.



General Membership Meeting December 4, 2008
Treasurers Report:Read into minutes. Mot to accept: KB3OMH Sec: WA3WMB
AREA/RACESNOothing new
November Minutes distributedMot to accept: N3ZNI Sec: KB3JHQ

Newsletter:December issue has been sent to-mail addresses

Repeater: All OK

Nets: All OK, going fine

Christmas Party:Maps available tonight and sign up sheet passed around
Dues Old rate until this evening meeting, increase takes affect tomorrow
Childrens Hospital special event canceled by the hospital
Nominations:Opened up for additional nominations

VP opened, no additional mot to close KC3HW sec: KB3EUQ

Treasurer opened, no additional mot to close: WA3WMB sec: N3IDH

Board of Directors opened, no additional mot to close: N3ZNI sec: W3CYO
Motion to close nominations KB3EUQ sec W3CYO

Ballots distributed VP& BOD member are unopposed.

Treasurer: N3YJJ 17 N3ZNI 10

Sport s me nrbuss, F8 Isat & Sun Feb-8 2009. Setting up special event station again this year.
Audit Committeehas to meet to conclude audit for calendar years 2007 & 2008
Motion to adjourn KC3HW sec: KB3JHQ

Attendance: N3ZNI, N3ZEL, KB3JHO, N3TIR, N3YJJ, K8DKS, DEB SCHWING, KC3HW, N3WMV, N3XAR, AB3FQ, KB3AAG,
KB3EUQ, AA3JK, KB3RHR, KB3JHQ, W3GHR, KB3OMH, N3IDH, W3CYO, N3TIQ, WASWMB, KB3GXB, ROB DAVIS, WB3CE|
KB3QQT, KB3LIX

SPORTS SHOW COMING IN FEBRUARY 2009

Ll -~
The Washington County Sportsmends oW at
Center Mall will be on February 5th through the 8th, 2009. We have - | |
our space reserved, and will be operating our Special Event Station
under the callW3C All are invited to come and join us and operate the
club station. This has al ways bee ni c
met a lot of interested and interesting people. From folks who have
never made a contact to those who have been licensed for years; we
have met those who | ove the 0good ay
ested only in the newer modes. So come and enjoy some time to talk

about the hobby and make some contacts.




Scenes of the CHRISTMAS PARTY
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