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Don’t forget, if you have a question you’d like to have the Tech answer, just email Joe, WA3WMB, 

at  j_furjanic@verizon.net 
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“Send SOS,” one of the Titanic’s radio operators supposedly said to another 
after the famous ship struck that infamous iceberg. “It’s the new call and be-
sides this may be your last chance to send it.” 

That “new call” is 100 years old today, and people around the world who owe their lives to that piece 
of Morse code may reflect this morning on its importance. 

In the past century, “SOS” has become a firm part of popular culture used in everything from DIY 
programme titles to Abba hits. But it began life in a far more serious setting after being adopted by 
the international community on July 1, 1908, as the globally recognised distress signal for ships at 
sea. 

At that time voices could not yet be carried across the airwaves and sailors needed a standard 
means of saying, in Morse code, that they were in trouble. 

Until then, the most commonly used distress call was the “CQD” signal, which was open to misinter-
pretation. After much deliberation, SOS was chosen to replace it because the signal – three dots, 
three dashes and three more dots – is such a clear message to send in Morse code. 

There was some early success for the new system a year later when the Cunard liner the SS Sla-
vonia was stricken off the Azores. She sent out an SOS and not a single life was lost. 

Even so, not everybody was convinced instantly, and it took the tragedy of the Titanic to reveal just 
how vital a universal system was. After the collision in April 1912, the ship’s radio operators sent out 
both the old CQD and the new SOS signals, but some ships in the area ignored both, thinking that 
they were having a party. They soon learnt otherwise, as international headlines told how Jack Phil-
lips, the Titanic’s first radio operator, and 1,500 others had been lost along with the “unsinkable” 
ship. The new SOS distress signal was rarely ignored after that. 

�-�X�O�\�������������������������6�2�6�����W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���V�D�Y�H�G���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���W�X�U�Q�V���������6�2�6�����W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���V�D�Y�H�G���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���W�X�U�Q�V���������6�2�6�����W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���V�D�Y�H�G���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���W�X�U�Q�V���������6�2�6�����W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���V�D�Y�H�G���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���W�X�U�Q�V����������
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FOR SALE CUSHRAFT 26B2 STACKED 13 ELEMENT BEAMS 
$300.00 
  
26B2 - 26 Element Wideband Boomer 
 This antenna offers the highest gain of any 2 meter FM antenna in the world. The 26B2 includes two com-
plete 13B2 antennas, stacking boom and phasing harnesses. 
 Model 26B2  
3dB Beamwidth, Degrees E-Plane 2x 18  
3dB Beamwidth, Degrees H-Plane 2x 9.5  
Boom Length ft.(m) 15(4.57)  
Electrical Wavelength 2.2  
Forward Gain, dBi 18.8  
Frequency, MHz 144-148  
Front to Back Ratio, dB 26  
Longest Element in(cm) 39.75(101)  
Mast size range, in.(cm) 1.5-2(3.8-5.1)  
No. Elements 26  
Power Rating, Watts PEP 2000  
Side Lobe Atten., dB, E-Plane >60  
SWR 1.2:1 Typical 2:1 Bandwidth, MHz >4  
Turning Radius ft(m) 10.4(3.18)  
Weight, lb(kg) 21.5(9.75)  
Wind load ft (m) sq 4.84(.45)  
Bud Plants, N3TIR                                           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOR SALE:  2-meter, 80 watt Amplifier.  $100.00  Contact Ed, N3ZNI  n3zni@arrl.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOR SALE:  The following older CB Radios.  Contact Nick Samila at 724-222-5244 if interested. 

Regency CR 123B  :   Regency CR 123   :    Old Johnson Messenger 2, 10 Channel 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Minutes of the General Membership Meeting June 2, 2 008 
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�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�R���R�U�G�H�U���E�\���1���7�,�5��

�0�L�Q�X�W�H�V���R�I���0�D�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G��

�0�R�W���W�R���D�F�F�H�S�W�������:�$���:�0�%�������������6�H�F�����.�%���,�1��

�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�������5�H�D�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�V����

�0�R�W���W�R���D�F�F�H�S�W�������1���,�'�+�����������6�H�F���������.�%���2�0�+��

�5�H�S�H�D�W�H�U�5�H�S�H�D�W�H�U�5�H�S�H�D�W�H�U�5�H�S�H�D�W�H�U�������2�.��

�5�$�&�(�6���$�5�(�6�5�$�&�(�6���$�5�(�6�5�$�&�(�6���$�5�(�6�5�$�&�(�6���$�5�(�6�������5�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���D�E�R�X�W���:�D�O�N���I�R�U���$�O�H�[���R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���-�X�Q�H������������������

�.�%���,�1�����3�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���,�'���E�D�G�J�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R�Q�L�J�K�W���D�I�W�H�U���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�������5�H�J�L�R�Q���������H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���L�V���I�L�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�Q�G����

�L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�L�H�G��

�1�H�W�V�1�H�W�V�1�H�W�V�1�H�W�V�������2�.��

�%�\���/�D�Z���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���%�\���/�D�Z���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���%�\���/�D�Z���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���%�\���/�D�Z���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�������.�H�Y�L�Q���.�%���-�+�2���W�R���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���D���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��

�)�O�D�J���3�R�O�H���)�O�D�J���3�R�O�H���)�O�D�J���3�R�O�H���)�O�D�J���3�R�O�H�������%�X�G���L�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���'�D�Y�L�H�V���7�U�H�H���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���J�H�W���)�O�D�J���S�R�O�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G����

�)�'�)�'�)�'�)�'�������5�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���S�O�D�Q�V�����$�G�D�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�D�I�H�W�\���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���I�R�U���)�'�����1���7�,�5�����.�%���,�1���	���1���,�'�+��

�*�R�L�Q�J���W�R���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���-�X�Q�H���������D�W�����S�P���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���)�'���D�Q�G���3�J�K������������

�3�J�K�����������3�J�K�����������3�J�K�����������3�J�K�������������5�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�Q���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���$�X�J�X�V�W�������	���������Z�L�O�O���R�S�H�U�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���2�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�R�U�\���D�W���0�L�Q�J�R���&�U�H�H�N���&�R�X�Q�W�\���3�D�U�N����

�&�D�Q�G�\���&�D�Q�G�\���&�D�Q�G�\���&�D�Q�G�\�������1�R�Q�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R�Q�L�J�K�W�����������������V�R�O�G���D�W���%�U�H�H�]�H�V�K�R�R�W�H�U�V���+�D�P�)�H�V�W��

�+�D�P�)�H�V�W���+�D�P�)�H�V�W���+�D�P�)�H�V�W���+�D�P�)�H�V�W�������:�$�&�2�0���G�R�L�Q�J���I�R�R�G���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����1�R�U�P�D���K�D�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���G�R���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J��

�&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���'�H�Q�Q�\���6�F�K�Z�L�Q�J���I�R�U���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�Q�J���F�O�D�V�V����

�3�L�F�Q�L�F���3�L�F�Q�L�F���3�L�F�Q�L�F���3�L�F�Q�L�F�����1���,�'�+���Z�L�O�O���F�K�H�F�N���R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���6�R�X�W�K���6�W�U�D�E�D�Q�H���)�'���3�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q�������1���7�,�5���Z�L�O�O���F�K�H�F�N���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���F�R�X�Q�W�\���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V����

�Q�R���G�D�W�H���V�H�W���X�Q�W�L�O���D���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G����

�1�H�Z���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U�P�D�W�����6�K�R�U�W���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����W�K�H�Q���D���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���F�O�D�V�V���R�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V����

�0�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�G�M�R�X�U�Q�������:�$���:�0�%���������6�H�F�������1���=�1�,��

�$�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H�����.�%���,�1�����1���,�'�+�����.�%���$�$�*�����:�$���:�0�%�����1���7�,�5�����:���&�<�2�����.�$���9�2�0�����.�%���-�+�4�����1���=�(�/�����1���=�1�,�����.�'���,�0�+����

�.�&���+�:�����1���*�+�5�����.�%���2�0�+�����1���;�$�5�����1���<�-�-�����1���:�0�9�����.�%���-�+�2�����.�%���-�+�3�����.�%���-�+�0�����.�%���-�+�/�����1���;�(�����6�X�H���)�X�U�M�D�Q�L�F�����'�H�E��

�6�F�K�Z�L�Q�J����

�.�%���/�,�;��
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PITTSBURGH 250 
2008 Marks the 250th anniversary of the founding of the City of Pittsburgh. 
Nine southwestern Pennsylvania area amateur radio organizations have banded together and decided to operate a Spe-
cial Event station to commemorate the anniversary. 
 
On the weekend of August 2 & 3 2008, the organizations will set up operations and use special call sign designators and 
make contacts with amateur radio operators around the country and the globe to celebrate the anniversary. 
  
WACOM will be setting up and operating from Mingo Creek County Park in Washington County near the observatory. 
We plan operation both days during daylight and early evening hours. Exact times have not yet been established, but will 
be posted when they are known.  We will be using the call sign  WA3COM/250. 
�
Announcements for the special event will be published in the major amateur radio and communications magazines in the 
next few months. 
��
Individuals wishing to confirm their contacts with the Special Event stations will be able to request a commemorative cer-
tificate from the organizers by mail. At this time, the proposed certificates are a full color picture of the City of Pittsburgh 
along with a brief history of the city and information necessary to confirm the contact. �
To date, the organizations that have committed to participate in the Special Event Station are: 
Washington Amateur Communications  (WaCOM) 
Breezeshooters Inc. 
Two Rivers Amateur Radio Club 
North Hills Amateur Radio Club 
Skyview Radio Society (New Kensington) 
Steel City Amateur Radio Club 
Greater Pittsburgh VHF Society 
Wireless Assoc of the South Hills 
USS Requin Amateur Radio Club 

At the meeting May 24th. L to R:  Bob, KB3OMB; Bob, KG3F;  Bob, 
KB3NUQ; Adam, KB3OMH; John, N3RQD; Ed, N3ZNI; Larry, 
K3VX; Art, WA3BKD; Walt, KA3YNO.  Not in photo:   Bob, W3CO; 
Bill, KB3LIX; Bill, W3WH; Jacque, N3ZEL. 

�1�(�;�7���0�(�(�7�,�1�*�������6�$�7�8�5�'�$�<���-�8�/�<�������7�+���$�7���6�7�(�(�/���&�,�7�<���&�/�8�%�1�(�;�7���0�(�(�7�,�1�*�������6�$�7�8�5�'�$�<���-�8�/�<�������7�+���$�7���6�7�(�(�/���&�,�7�<���&�/�8�%�1�(�;�7���0�(�(�7�,�1�*�������6�$�7�8�5�'�$�<���-�8�/�<�������7�+���$�7���6�7�(�(�/���&�,�7�<���&�/�8�%�1�(�;�7���0�(�(�7�,�1�*�������6�$�7�8�5�'�$�<���-�8�/�<�������7�+���$�7���6�7�(�(�/���&�,�7�<���&�/�8�%�

WACOM held an exam session on 
Saturday, June 13th at the EOC cen-
ter.  We had three candidates, all of 
whom were successful.  We welcome 
Tom Danes, Jr. as a new Technician 
with the call KB3RJL. 

On the left Ed is with Denny Schwing, 
KD8IMH, who passed his Amateur 
Extra Exam. 

On the right Ed is with Adam Quigg, 
KB3OMH, who also passed his Ama-
teur Extra Exam. 

Congratulations to all and enjoy the 
hobby. 

��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������

RESULTS OF WACOM’S LATEST EXAM SESSION 



Club Officers 

President: Bud Plants, N3TIR; 
bud@bnelectronics.com  
Vice President: Kevin Beatty, KB3JHO; 
KB3JHO@arrl.net  
Secretary: Bill Sheehan, KB3LIX; 
sheehanbill@hotmail.com  
Treasurer: Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI; 
n3zni@arrl.net 

Board of Directors 

Director: Bob Ketzell, KB3IN, 
kb3in@yahoo.com 
 
Director: Jim Burtoft, KC3HW; 
jburtoft@verizon.net  
 
Director: Dave Demotte, N3IDH; 
n3idh@hotmail.com 
 
Webmaster: Joe Caldwell, N3XE; 
joecaldwell.jc@gmail.com 
 
Editor:  Jacque Gosselin, N3ZEL 
n3zel@fyi.net  
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We’re on the Web 

www.wacomarc.org 

The W. A. COM Ham ���
���1�

Have you been a radio amateur for 25 years or more?   

Were you originally licensed 25 years ago or more, 
even if not continually? 

 �
��Well then please join us at the Quarter Century Wireless Asso-
ciation, Chapter 6 quarterly luncheon at Rocky II's.  Located on 
PA Rt. # 51, just north of McKees Rocks, in Stowe Twp. at the 
Fleming Park bridge. 
 
Join our members who are like you, the foundation of amateur 
radio.  There is much we can learn from them and from each 
other.  And it's fun too. 
 
No reservation necessary. 
 
Our next quarterly luncheon will be in June, 2008, so you have 
lots of time to plan ahead to join us.   
 
Contact Jacque, N3ZEL at  n3zel@fyi.net for information.  

 

 

YLS AND XYLS 

There is an organization for you.  It’s called the  

Young Ladies Radio League. 

Come join other Lady Hams and enjoy the fellowship. 

See all we have to offer at 

           www.qsl.net/ylrl/index.html   or contact Jacque, 

N3ZEL at  n3zel@fyi.net 
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